Comparative Study

of Banksy and Chuck Close

By: Gabriell Suarez del Real
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Interpretation of Function and Purpose

From the rest of the image it’s

safe to assume that the man- .|.="

would be throwing amotgv

which would be a VlOiéIlL:L J
Instead of a molot% & !

throwing a bouquet of ﬂowers

to sort of symbolize a peac
act instead.

s

The only color in the entire
image is in the flowers to draw

emphasis and more attention.

From the clothes that the man

mf:arln

molotov for any sort of

it-is easy to see that

be throwing the

military action, but instead a
form of riot. This gives more
of the feeling of problems that
would be helping locally by
local citizens, making the

work slightly more powerful.

The image is on a large scale

k. |

“Flower Thrower”b

making it easier to see and

\ give it more public attention.



The only color is in the words,

drawing emphasis.

poverty. |

The text reads “NO FUTURE”. To amplify

the sad reality of most children in

The ‘0’ in the féx_t is a];'go an

outline for the gi-rl’s ba

giving more of the child like |

feeling and connection to the |

girl instead of just putting a

red text above her head.

From the clothes, you can
tell that the little girl is

either homeless or in severe

o

FU'T‘URE

The black and white
contrast on a blank wall
background gives even
more emphasis and
attention to the words
above. Sortof like an

alert message.

The image is placed

at ground level to

give more of the real

feeling seeing the girl

siton the floor. & %
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Evaluatlon of Gultural Slgnlflcance of Chuck Close

;ﬁs

Born in MOHI oe, Washlngton Chuck Close is a master of detall Maklng paintings look exactly like a photo 1s exacth what
L% y | AF OSSR
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made hnn Such a well known artist. What makes his portraits so photorealistic is the fact that he doesn t try to glorify anythlng and
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pays strong attention to every little detail. Chuck close does not try to make an image look pretty w1th arnaZlng colors or perfect
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angles, he paints what’s there and nothing more hows the reahsm with the detalls nd black and whlte theme throuohout his




Interpretation of Function and Purpose




Interpretation of Function and Purpose




Analys

\

is of Formal Qualities of Chuck Close

Chuck Close uses a lot of intentional techniques that
make the image extremely realistic and do not portray a typical

good looking person that you normally see in the media.

With Nancy, you do not see her with any makeup on
and instead rough textured skin. He uses black and white
values only instead of glorifying with color. He uses a straight
forward angle to show the subject and nothing more. In
Nancy, Chuck also uses stereotypically unattractive features

like crooked teeth and frizzy hair.

es his themes in techniques into his other piece Phil. He uses the black and white contras
ractive features. In Phil, one eye is noticeably lower than the other. The mouth alsc

messy in a way that wouldn’t be considered a “good” kind of messy look.



Comparing Artistic Styles

Bath
BN

e They both create artwork that
emphasizes their meaning
through the artwork itself and
not something else apart from
the piece.

e Both artists usually keep a
relatively simple piece as in one
or two focal points.

e Fach artist always or almost
always uses a human figure(s) as
the main subject/focal point of

the piece.

Chuck Close

Primarily acrylic on canvas
paintings using high resolution
photos for reference.

Subjects typically are just
ordinary people and do not hold
any higher role in society.

The overall message(s) in his
work are usually subliminal and
not extremely obvious.

One could argue that the
meanings in his work is based on

opinions and not facts.



Comparing Mediums

These two artists do not share

any similarities in their mediums except e  Acrylic Paint on canvas.

the fact that they both use a form of e  Uses high resolution photos for
paint. There choice of a medium also reference.

really shows what kind of artist they are e Strictly uses black and white
and their strategies in communicating paint only.

their messages. With Banksy, he uses a
variety of colored spray paints and hand
- drawn stencils and uses them to create C h UCk G I 0S6

his art on public building walls.

This shows how he uses the fact that the walls are public to get the attention of a lot more people, creating a larger audience
and sending out the message more. The spray paint also shows possible lack of money and creates a style that gives you the feeling
of it being created by people suffering similar situations, so it makes it more relatable to the audience and closer to home. Chuck
Close however decides to use acrylic paint on a large canvas to be able to nail down every single detail in the subject. His choice of
medium also allows him to create several different textures to reach that photorealistic look which creates a huge feeling of “wow

look at this” which brings people in to notice the flaws of the subjects and form those thoughts of what the painting means.



Comparing Use of Emotion

Banksy Both Chuck Close
O\

e Neither of the artists go for a

strong aesthetic look, they both e  Chuck Close chooses to use more
have meaning, purpose and subtle points to deliver his
direction. meaning and has them placed all

around the image on the subject.

e Both decide to avoid the happy
and joyful mood expressed in their | ®  Chuck uses a black and white

piece, some may consider them to color scheme to sort of control his

be a somewhat dark mood. audience's emotions in a way.




Comparing Formal Qualities

e Both artists often have direction values.

e (los sticks with black and white

in their piece by use and

placement of lines and attention e Close directs the viewer's eye by
seeking shapes/forms. using continues lines and shapes
that flow together to make the
e Both artists use a lack of space in human face along with the
their work to keep the attention extreme details.

on the subject.
e Reaches towards a hyperrealism

look.

"
Both Chuck Close




Formal Introduction to Own Works

The two digital pieces at the bottom are both strongly inspired by Banksy's work.
I tried to capture Banksy’s way of putting the message right out in the open and
creating a very strong visual mood for the piece. I kept them as digital pieces instead of
paintings or stenciled art because I plan on majoring in a digital art field and this would
allow me to practice/develop my skills, also it gives them a unique style instead of being
extremely similar to Banksy’s style.

The large black and white acrylic self portrait to the right is very similar to
Chuck Close’s style. I tried to add in or adjust little things about my features to make
them much more distinct and noticeable. I also went for the photo-realistic approach
just as Chuck does in his work to make the inspiration much more obvious.
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Comparing and Gontrasting Own Artistic Styles to Banksy

BANKSY BOTH MYSELF

Both works have a very strong
sense of meaning and direction.

Both of the images in the works
have a sense of controversy and
publicity.

Both also have an obvious street
art presence which makes the
works feel a lot more local and
personal to the audience.
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FUTFURE

*

Used as little amount of
details in an attempt to not
distract the viewer from
anything but the girl and
words.

Stuck to a strict color pallet of
less than 2 colors.

BANKSY

Used a decent amount of details in an
attempt to make the piece more
engaging.

Used a wide range of colors
throughout the whole piece.

MYSELF



Comparing and Contrasting Own Artistic Styles to Chuck Close

uck’s subjects do not
OW a state of happlness




BANKSY BOTH MYSELF

Both issues displayed in the
pieces could be considered
controversial and could have
different viewpoints.

The street art aspect to both
pieces gives them a much more
closer and local feeling making
the emotions a bit more personal.
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FU'T‘ URE Comparmg and
Contrasting
Own Use of
Emotions to
Banksy

expresses a mood of sadness
and hurt, Banksy’s piece shows
the subject in isolation which
also plays a role on the mood.

,:'._;.;

Banksy uses a lack of color to
better showcases the feelings
in the piece.

BANKSY

MEN DON’T CRY ||

In my own piece I used a wide variety
of colors with lower saturations and
values.

In my piece I display a number of
people in the same situation to express
the vastness of the issue and give
attention to the mood and the victims
of it.

MYSELF
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